
OVERALL IMPACT OF NATIONAL 
MONUMENTS IN NEW MEXICO

America’s national monuments and parks serve a vital role in protecting New Mexico’s 
and our nation’s natural and cultural heritage and providing unique opportunities 
for recreation and learning.  These parks also serve as valuable economic engines 
spurring tourism and supporting jobs and businesses throughout New Mexico.

The New Mexico Green Chamber of Commerce is celebrating New Mexico’s national 
monuments and the Antiquities Act that made their preservation possible by releasing a series of factsheets highlighting 
their positive economic impact. As we recognize the impact of the Antiquities Act on our state’s economy, it’s important to 
note there is a movement afoot in Congress to limit the president’s power to designate national monuments. This attack 
on the Antiquities Act may hamper the protection of future monuments and prevent other New Mexico communities from 
enjoying the benefits that go hand-in-hand with monument designation.

Ten Presidents—six Republicans and four Democrats—have used the Antiquities Act to designate ten national 
monuments on public lands in New Mexico since 1906. 

Nine of the areas are now managed by the National Park Service:  Aztec Ruins, Bandelier, Capulin, Carlsbad Cave, 
Chaco Canyon, El Morro, Gila Cliff Dwellings, Gran Quivira, and White Sands. These nine areas stretch across our 
state and are treasured icons that preserve our natural and cultural heritage. While many have been renamed and/or 
designated as national parks since their original national monument designation, all of them are critically important job 
creators.

In 2008, 1.3 million visitors to these nine National Park Service units in New Mexico spent more than $54.2 million in 
nearby communities, supporting 1,061 jobs, according to National Park Service economic data. Visitation to Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park, White Sands National Monument and Bandelier National Monument represents the largest 
economic impact of any National Park Service units in New Mexico.
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National  Park Service Unit  Recreation Visits
Visitor Spending  

($000’s)
Jobs Supported by 
Visitor Spending

Aztec Ruins National Monument 38,709  $   1,240 24

Bandelier National Monument 207,656  $   9,307 181

Capulin Volcano National Monument 45,178  $   1,258 26

Carlsbad Caverns National Park 400,381  $ 22,258 437

Chaco Culture National Historic Park 37,180 $      985 19

El Morro National Monument 45,178  $   1,578 30

Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument 38,987  $   1,053 20

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument 31,248  $      823 16

White Sands National Monument 438,511  $ 15,743 308

Total 1,283,028  $ 54,245 1,061

WHITE SANDS  
NATIONAL MONUMENT



The New Mexico Green Chamber of Commerce recognizes and celebrates 
the positive and sustaining economic impacts that have resulted from the 
use of the Antiquities Act to designate national monuments in New Mexico. 

In 2008, 1,283,028 visitors spent $54.2 million at local stores and hotels near 
the nine national parks and monuments in New Mexico, and supported 1,061 
jobs. These parks and monuments were protected through the Antiquities Act.

The New Mexico Green Chamber of Commerce is a non-partisan 
association with more than 1,200 business members dedicated to 
advocating on behalf of clean energy, seizing the green-business 
advantage, and supporting local economies. NM Green Chamber of 
Commerce members believe that responsible businesses invest in people; 
protect air, land and water; and create long-term sustainable profits.  

Source: “National Park Visitor Spending and Payroll Impacts 2008,” Daniel J. Stynes, 
Michigan State University, October 2009 (http://35.8.125.11/mgm2_new).

BANDELIER NATIONAL 
MONUMENT

“!e Michigan State University national parks economic report of 
2008 clearly shows that national monuments o#er economic bene$ts in 
addition to their scienti$c, recreational and educational values.”  
- Billy G. Garrett, Commissioner, Dona Ana County

“According to this study, visitors to National Monuments in New 
Mexico spent $54.2 million supporting New Mexico businesses. For our 
communities, these dollars matter.” - Senator Steve Fischmann 

“!e 1.3 million annual visitors to New Mexico’s National Park 
Service units highlighted in this factsheet create jobs and real dollars 
in our neighboring communities.  Visitors to White Sands National 
Monument alone spend an average of nearly $16 million in local 
communities each year, including Las Cruces and Alamogordo.”  
– Kevin  Schneider, White Sands National Monument

“New Mexico’s National Parks and Monuments, like Carlsbad Caverns 
and White Sands, attract visitors from around the world.  Protected 
areas are a vital part of our cultural and natural heritage, and 
they bring millions of hard tourist dollars into rural communities 
throughout New Mexico.   A long line of U.S. Presidents and New 
Mexico leaders have used the Antiquities Act to protect and preserve 
these places, and bring economic bene$ts to neighboring communities.” 
- David Simon, Former Director, New Mexico State Parks

“White Sands National Monument brings the Las Cruces area millions 
of dollars each year, and is a vital part of our tourism industry”
- Jennifer Bales, interim Executive Director, Las Cruces Convention  
& Visitors Bureau
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GILA CLIFF DWELLINGS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Photo by K. Ramey Newell


