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June 24, 2016 
 
Secretary Sally Jewell     
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Director Neil Kornze 
Bureau of Land Management 
1849 C Street NW, Rm. 5665 
Washington DC 20240  
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Director Kornze: 
 
We are leaders in the renewable energy industry in New Mexico, which employs 1,899 
people and generating about 400 megawatts of clean power for our state. We are writing 
you in strong support of reforming the outdated federal coal program. 
 
As people engaged in this emerging industry, we can say with confidence that facing the 
future and taking bold action is not easy but it is necessary and pays dividends for 
investors and communities alike. That’s why, as kindred spirits, we are writing to support 
your proposed changes that will bring about more fairness for taxpayers and cleaner air 
and water for our western communities. 
 
We are writing to make sure our support for these common-sense reforms is on the 
record. We support bold, long overdue action to make sure Americans are fairly 
compensated for the coal mined from their lands and that appropriate, common-senses 
steps are taken to mitigate the deleterious impacts coal mining has had on our land, air 
and water. 
 
In simple terms, we believe the following: 
 

1. The current royalty system is outdated and does not benefit American taxpayers. 
Coal mining on public lands costs state and federal governments $1 billion a year 
in lost revenue because coal companies take advantage of loopholes that allow 
them to pay below-market royalties to citizens for coal mined on public land. One 
egregious example is the sale of coal on Colorado’s public lands for $0.23 a ton, 
which equates to more than 17 tons of coal for the price of a Big Mac. This 
practice must be stopped and coal companies must pay a fair share for a resource 
mined on lands that belong to all of us. 
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2. Even Presidents Nixon and Reagan supported modernizing coal regulations by 
instituting nearly identical pauses on new leases until royalty issues could be 
modernized. We are well past time for another review to ensure the system is 
equitable. 
 

3. We need this review period to make smarter choices about where we invest in 
energy for our future and accelerate our transition to clean energy. We should be 
focusing on clean, renewable energy sources such as wind, solar, and hydropower 
instead of flooding the market with coal sold at below market prices. 
 

4. Finally – and perhaps most importantly – the coal system must be reformed if we 
are to have any hope of stemming the rising challenges of climate change. From 
2003 to 2007, the 11 western states warmed 70 percent more than the entire rest 
of the world, resulting in severe water shortages, decreased snowpack and 
snowfall, and a growing vulnerability to wildfires. Implementing higher royalties 
over a 10-year period would significantly cut CO2 emissions, which is critical in 
the fight against climate change. 
 

It is time to modernize our energy policy to ensure fairness for taxpayers, conservation of 
clean air and water, and integration of renewable energy. 
 
Regards, 
 
Rachel Hillier 
President 
Dynamic Demand Concepts, Inc. 
Corrales, NM 
 
Carrie Hamblen  
Executive Director 
Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce 
Las Cruces, NM 
 
Alexandra Merlino 
Executive Director 
Partnership for Responsible Business 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Board of Directors 
NM Renewable Energy Association 
Santa Fe, NM 
 

Claudia Pavel 
President 
Santa Fe Sustainable Everything Advocates 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Glenn Schiffbauer 
Executive Director 
Santa Fe Green Chamber of Commerce 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Regina Wheeler 
CEO and Employee Owner 
Sunpower by Positive Energy Solar 
Santa Fe, NM
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Robb Hirsch 
Energy, Sustainable Development  
& Leadership Consulting 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Craig Wentz 
Wentz Electric 
Silver City, NM 
 
Daniel Clements 
Lizard Stone Builders 
Silver City, NM 

Gordon West 
Restoration Technologies 
Silver City, NM  
 
Kurt Albershardt 
Southwest Energy Integrators 
Silver City, NM 
 
Kelan Emery 
Emery Law  
Taos, NM

  


